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The Marshal's reports to Napoleon left no doubt as to Ludwig's
feelings. Lefebvre mentioned the disagreements and added that,
were he to close his eyes at table, he might, judging from the
conversation, imagine himself at Austrian and not at French
headquarters. Napoleon's anger with the Crown Prince grew
stronger.

Meanwhile the peace negotiations in Vienna were reaching a
conclusion. Early in October Ludwig learned to his joy that the
war was over. 'It is peace, peace!' he cried enthusiastically.
'Bavaria will be healed of her wounds/ The Crown Prince believed
that this also applied to the Tyrol and sent an officer to the rebel
headquarters to impart the news of peace from Vienna, and so
prevent further bloodshed. The following day Marshal Lefebvre
ordered a reconnoitring movement towards the town of Hallein,
which was occupied by the Tyrolese. Only one and a half
battalions of Ludwig's Division were to take part. The Crown
Prince was depressed at the thought that he would have to
fight the very people to whom on the previous day he had
announced the conclusion of peace. He therefore decided not to
take any personal part in this attack, particularly as he regarded
it as a most unimportant one. The fight turned out worse for the
French than had been expected, and the troops retreated to
Salzburg. This caused particular annoyance to Marshal Lefebvre,
who had to order a fresh action to re-establish his position. A
suitably sharp report was sent to Napoleon at Schonbrunn. That
was the climax. In a towering passion the Emperor said to the
Bavarian Plenipotentiary, Verger:

'I don't care a straw for any king; a corporal is of more use to
me. What is to prevent me having the Crown Prince shot?
Of course he was not present; he wished to sever his connection
with the Marshal, who certainly did not handle this matter well/
Lefebvre was therefore recalled,1 but Napoleon at the same time
wrote to General von Wrede: 'I am dissatisfied with the Bavarian
troops. Instead of fighting, they brawl and intrigue against their
leaders ... I will not listen to any 'if or 'but' or 'because'.
I am an old soldier. It is your duty to defeat the enemy or die.
I could have wished that at the first news of the attack the
Prince had gone to the advance posts to restore the morale of his
Division. As I know that you are as devoted to the Crown Prince

1 Crown Prince Ludwig to King Max Joseph, Salzburg, 12th October, 1809,
also notes in the Crown Prince's handwriting. Munich H.A.